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Protecting the
dignity of people
IS a universally
agreed goal of the
United Nations

Ethics education
starts in the young
and can empower
children and adults
at any age.
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The Paris Declaration for Philosophy states that

development of philosophical debate in
education and in cultural life makes a major
contribution to the training of citizens in two
major ways. First, it exercises their capacity for
judgment, which is fundamental in any
democracy
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Second, it affirms that philosophy educatlon

prepares everyone to shoulder their
responsibilities in regard to the great questions
of the contemporary world- particularly in the
field of ethics- by training independent-minded,
thoughtful people, capable of resisting various
forms of propaganda
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FTAHLIZEO>THESNDDTHS, [NNJEF
1E. BRBIZRD KSITRATNS,
“Every individual must have the right to
devote his time to the free study of
philosophy, under any form and in any
place in the world ™
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Philosophy teaching should be
maintained or expanded where It exists,
Introduced where it does not yet exist,
and designated explicitly as
‘philosophy’;
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Philosophy teaching ought to be taught
by qualified and specifically trained
teachers, and not be conditioned by
economical, technical, religious,
political, or ideological considerations;
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While remaining autonomous,
philosophy teaching ought to be
linked, as far as possible, to academic
or professional training in all fields.
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In 2010 UNESCO held a series of regional
high level meetings on the teaching of
philosophy. In the Asia-Pacific meeting,
the participants decided to include in their
action plan a specific set of goals of
teaching of philosophy.
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Let us consider the Asia-Pacific action plan adopted
at the UNESCO Regional High-level Meeting on the
Teaching of Philosophy in Asia and the Pacific, held
In Manila, Philippines, 25-26 May 2009. The first
section considers the Rationale for philosophy
education.
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The start of the action plan sets broad goals for
teaching philosophy, saying, “Philosophy can
contribute to reflections on every avenue of society.”
This is in the spirit that philosophy should encompass
all areas of social reflection and activity. The role of
philosophy is given to allow “people to have
opportunities to think about the direction, purposes
and goals of social development.”
T3 ISVDBREIZEVWT. ERBBEOHEBEMNEL
LV TIRRSIS, THZE. 2=20Hon5BHmEmITF L
TAOAREIZHEELFTS, IEFLAHOPLAEICHEITAHHE
MREERBZZTERRBIT NS THALEDEE MG, COLSITH
Rohf=-DTHS. BFIFAZHMFERDAR. BHEZLT
BRICOWT RRNEASWRZIHFOICLEZETRELGLLY
5. TDREDNEZONTINS,




S C|al and Human
T S Eeestesy 0 RUSHSAP

The future direction should be set in a foundation of ethics
including justice, as written, “Societies and communities
progress in a more just, equitable and sustainable direction if
the cultural, ethical, and spiritual values of those societies
are central determinants in shaping their futures.” The
action plan repeatedly states that philosophy is a way to
develop concepts of justice, in line with the UNESCO vision
that philosophy is a “school of freedom” (UNESCO 2007).
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Enseignement de la' philosophie
et apprentissage du philosopher
état des lieux et regards puur Uavenir

INTERSECTORAL STRATEGY ON PHILOSOPHY
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In Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, we
read that “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions
without interference and to seek, receive and impart
Information and ideas through any media and regardless of
frontiers.” This is recognition of a right to do philosophy, and
IS a basis across all countries of the essence of human dignity.
To teach a greater appreciation of human dignity, freedom of
thought IS Important.
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The UNESCO Intersectoral Strategy on Phllosophy
stipulates that “philosophy develops the intellectual
tools to analyze and understand key concepts such as
justice, dignity and freedom. It develops these skills by
building capacities for Iindependent thought and
judgment, by enhancing the critical skills to understand
and question the world and its challenges, and by
fostering reflection on values and principles.” UNESCO,
Intersectoral Strategy on Philosophy, 2005 (Adopted by
member countries of UNESCO).
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Pillar 2 of the above mentioned Strategy urges
UNESCO to encourage the teaching of philosophy in
all countries, through the development of policy
recommendations on the teaching of philosophy at
the secondary and university level and on
comprehensive curriculum development, which would
Include the teaching of different philosophical trends
as well as comparative philosophy.
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Participants in the Asia-Pacific high level
meeting aspired to establish clear goals and
strategies for achieving these goals. These
were summarized as,
TOTREFMBNARILEBOSMEIL., HE
HEOHBELGHEBERETNoDHRZERT 5=
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Hiohbd,

“3. Goals and Aims of philosophy education
The outcomes of philosophy education
include:
3. EFHEDOBFREAL
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a) Understanding and a search for W|sdom. (1/2)
To this end it encourages:
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- Development of trans-disciplinary knowledge
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- Clarification of concepts
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- Enhancement of the ability to integrate
knowledge, principles and argumentation in
rational discussion
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a) Understanding and a search for wisdom. (2/2)
To this end it encourages:
HMELAMBOER:COBMDE=HIZ. bhbhhldLL
FTOCENLERMT Do

- Understanding the power of questions
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- Broadening intellectual horizons
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The goals of philosophy education include:

b) Development of capacities for (1/2):

RENRAFEE. LTOBRICHEITLNS,

- Quality thinking and reflective processes

BEOEWLWREEZELREWNTOLER

- Wise judgment and decision making skills
ERGHIAEERREATIL

- Formulating appropriate questions
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- Creative thinking Bl &8 ESE



The goals of philosophy education include:
b) Development of capacities for (2/2):

RENRFEIL LTOHRZRICHITONS,
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nterpretation, construction and

communication of knowledge
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- Respect for reasons and evidence
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- Better understanding of reality
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The goals of philosophy education include:
c) Development of a disposition to (1/2):
BERAIE. LTOEZRICRITONS,
- Use knowledge and skills for good
BEATILDER

Increasmg respect for all forms of life
HoPLHEDEMDIMENEE
- Take into account the interests of others and the
environment in the spirit of solidarity
ERDEROLEICHEITHBEDF REIRFEANDEE
- Have empathy and compassion
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- Be tolerant, inclusive, and reasonable
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The goals of philosophy education include:
c) Development of a disposition to (2/2):
BERAIE. LTOEZRICRITONS,

- Understand better the diversity of views of different
persons (listen to others)
tADELDDRTTDSFRMENDEEE (AN DIEEE)
- Respect different points of view, people and culture,
and their values
- Reflect upon values {fi{EIZF=LV S &
- Consider alternative possibilities and world-views
AR TATIEAIREE EHARADEE
- Build and improve other virtues
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We can see some similarity to the goals of the UNESCO Reglonal
Action Plan for Teaching of Bioethics in Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCQO, 2005). The tripartite division of goals is similar with the
philosophy action plan categorizing the goals under the terms,
“Understanding and a search for wisdom”, “Development of
capacities”, and “Development of a disposition”, whereas in the
bioethics action plan the terms used are, “Knowledge”, “ Skills
(capacity building in skill acquiring should be multi faceted or
many sided)”, and “Personal moral development.
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These goals are also seen In existing curricula
to some degree. Basic knowledge is a
foundation for human mental activity, but skills
are needed to process information and data.
The target of the education system is to develop
moral citizens, which have the dispositions of
an Ideal citizen.
oD BRIEX. REOA) X215 LDSEITHHSHIE
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The ability to measure knowledge is not too difficult in an
examination-based system. There are, however, challenges to
measure skills, and it is almost impossible to measure
guantitatively personal moral development. Although it will
require life-long assessment to live up to the goals of most
education systems, some degree of measure could be made
over youth years. We need further reflection of how we want to
measure these types of goals.
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The action plan also said, “Research is crltlcal to development of
appropriate education. This includes a needs assessment as well as
an analysis of the impact that values education has on learners’
psychology during moral development. A contextual analysis is
especially necessary in order to recognize distinct and varied needs.
Continued research is needed into appropriate assessment methods
for a philosophy curriculum, student learning and behavioural
outcomes, and teaching practlces Ongoing research and assessment
of curriculum and continuing modification. Conducting research to
find the optimum methods and materials for teaching philosophy.
Stimulating comparative research on the above mentioned topics for
the purposes of deeper understanding, increased dialogue, and
sharing of research.”
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In the past many institutions will have Just made a
list of goals, and hoped they were achieved. In
modern education systems influenced by
scientific analysis, research is anorm. The
sharing of the results of research between
different institutions is very important to
consider, and that is also the purpose of this
workshop.
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As the action plan said, evaluatlon methods for the
effectiveness of philosophy education need to be
developed urgently in many dimensions such as:
knowledge, understanding, wisdom, developing
capacities, skills, personal values, disposition and
character building.” The design of evaluation instruments
needs to be done considering the types of goals. Unless
we have measurable and specific goals, we cannot
evaluate them.
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Curriculum development was considered in all regional action plans.

The Asia-Pacific action plan simply states, “Philosophy curricula
based on research needs to be developed, adapted to local needs and
Integrated across all levels of education. Cooperation between
different academic disciplines to encourage thinking and

development of a transdisciplinary curriculum that achieves the above
aims.” These goals to have experts in different fields working together
to devise new curriculum is quite important.
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In conclusion, we can see a growing cooperation in the international
community at high level for the elaboration of specific curriculum to
teach rather similar goals of philosophy. There is a call for dialogues
between countries and experts in different regions of the world to
ensure knowledge sharing. The adoption of goals-based approaches
has transformed educational systems into more democratic ones.
The information age is also reinforcing this. A broader globalization
of these goals of teaching to assist in the development of mature
citizens is important. This has accompanied the increasing debates
over the use of technology and decision making. &L T, hhvbhh
2 Z5T=IZ{ERIAY
7&7JU#J7AE%§UJ:('F%>&L\')EEI’JO)%&LIB%EI’J&: S =T«I2HLVT/
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REAMELINTIVS, BIRICERZECT TO—FERATHLET. BEY
AT LIEEYEREMGLDANEEBLTE . FRILFRICENTIE, COIE
AIESSITHEFLOTL ChoDHEBBREEZXVIEEIC/O—/ILEEDEL
TLEEN . FRLE-TTREB TAHICLEETH S, REIC, 70/ —0
FERALERREICRETAHBNFIFTIEEIL-TLS,




- C|al and Human
o = RUSHSAP

UNESCO has played a key role in the promotion of democratlc
values and principles, and on the debates to ensure that
cultural diversity is protected. Its constitution upholds the
democratic ideals of justice, liberty, equality and solidarity,
and considers these principles as fundamental factors in the
building of peace. Development of the tools to enhance
personal, and community, decision making has gone hand in
hand with the recognition of human rights, and philosophy is
Indeed a school of freedom that is the foundation for a culture
of peace. Perhaps that is the overarching goal of philosophy
education.
ARA3F, REMMESEERBNOEEIZES T, F-3XEHSHR
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Follow up to regional Action Plan on Philosophy teaching

Arab-Asia interregional philosophical dialogues

6 Working Groups currently on policy and philosophy related to:
1) Challenges of globalization to philosophy and democracy

2) Philosophy facing the challenges of modern technology

3) The roles of philosophy in war and peace

4) Human dignity and philosophy

Philosophical Dialogues on
_ Globalization, Democracy
and Human Rights

. ] ) Asian-Arab
5) Environmental ethics and philosophy ~ Philosophical Dialogues
) ] on War and Peace
6) Justice and fairness 'b |




UNESCO Bangkok

i

United Mations Educational,
Scientfic and Culbural organization

Sltemap s Search

Education Natural Sciences Social & Human Sciences Culture Communication and Information

Il i
SOCIAL & HUMAN SCIENCES

UMESCO.ORGE = Bangkok Office = Social & Human Sciences > Philosophy Teaching (High Level Meeting)

Social & Human Sciences

* Programmes and Activities

» Ethics of Energy
Technologies in Asia and
the Pacific

» COMEST 2009
» Ethics Education

* Museum Exhibits on Ethics
in Science

* Philosophy Teaching
(High Level Meeting)

+ Asia-Arab Inter-regional
Philosophical Dialogues

F Women's/Gender Studies
Metwork in Asia-Pacific

» Metworks and Partners

+ Asia-Pacific School of
Ethics

* News and Events

» Publications

* Ethics Resources

» Social Science Resources

* Environmental Ethics

Philosophy Teaching (High Level Meeting)
High level Conference on Teaching of Philosophy in Asia and the Pacific

25-26 May 2009
Manila, Philippines

UMESCO is organizing, in cooperation with the Philippine Department of Education, the Office of the
Philippine Presidential Assistant for Education, and the Philippine Mational Commission for UNESCO, a
regional high-level meeting on the teaching of philosophy in Asia and the Pacific. We invite
government officials, curriculum experts, and philosophy teachers to this.

This page provides background materials on the teaching of philosophy in Asia and the Pacific, at
primary, secondary and tertiary level. This page is for the purposes of consultation and the draft files
presented will be updated as soon as we have more information. In particular we list country by
country materials as linked pdf files below. Inguiries and submissions to philosophy-
rushsaplat]unesco.org

Draft agenda is here (pdf file).

A summary draft brochure explaining the meeting is here (pdf file; Including invitations from the
President of the Philippines and UNESCO, and general review).

The objective of this regional meeting is to discuss the formulation of policies in the field of the
teaching of philosophy at national and regional levels, in view of the full attainment of quality
education. To this end, this meeting should address the main challenges that the teaching of

philosophy in Asia and the Pacific is facing today, such as - the place that should be given to philosophy

in primary and secondary education curricula - the added value of philosophical inguiry to moral

education - the crucial issue of philosophy teacher training - the development of culturally appropriate

content and methods drawing from the rich traditions of philosophy in Asia and the Pacific - and the

Special Programmes

About RUSHSAP

Background

Issues

Strategy

Contact Us

Internship opportunities

5HS in Asia Pacific

SHS Almaty Office
SHS Apla Office

SHS Beljing Office
SHS Jakarta Office
SHS New Delhl Office
Bangkok [RUSHSAF)
SHS UNESCO Paris

There are now flve Issues



Country by country profiles (consultation drafts - please return comments):

Central Asia
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Uzbekistan
Turkmenistan
Tajikistan
Kyrgyzstan
Kazakhstan
Mongolia
Iran

Afghanistan

East Asia

1.

People's Republic of China

2. Japan

3. North Korea
4. South Korea
Southeast Asia

1. Brunei

2. _Cambodia

3. East Timor

4. Indonesia

5. Laos
B Malaysia
7 Myanmar
8. Philippines
9 Thailand
10. Vietnam

11. 5Singapore

South Asia

1. India
Pakistan
Nepal
Bhutan

Bangladesh

Sri Lanka

e R

Maldives

Social and Human

Sclience_;__ :
Pacific
1. Australia
2. Cook Islands
3. Fiji
4.  Kiribati
5. Marshall Islands
6. Micronesia
/. Nauru
8. New Zealand
9. Niue
10. Palau
11. Papua New Guinea
12. Samoa
13. Solomon Islands
14, Tonga
15. Tuwvalu
16. Vanuatu
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in Papua New Guinear

Summary of the Teaching of Philosophy

qq

Philosophy in the National goals of Education¥_____
Education-must stimulate the development of “a strong moral value system-

which places-emphasis-on personal integrity, the equality of all members of-

society, and the importance and relevance of traditional valuesin modern-
life.”8T

It-also needs to-be noted that Papua New Guinea has-over 850 approved-

languages of instruction. ¥

» Primary education ¥
The most recent approved curriculum {1999} includes the following-

philosophy related goalsinthe-primary curriculum: ¥

* + A renewed -emphasis on social, cultural, spiritual, moral and-
vocational education ™

* + A.community orientation which emphasizes the skills that children-
need in-order to contribute to the development of theirown-

communities T

Population:6.331.000-
{Iﬂﬂ?!"r

Gross Enrolment Ratio®
Primary: 60% (2002) 7T
Secondary: NJAY

Percentage of GDP invested-
in-education: NJA? T

Percentage of government-
expenditure invested in-
education: NJA* T

Compulsory Education: 39



Creative

Critical

Metacognitive Processes
Active Listening

Recognizing Different Points of View

Relating to Others

Thinking

Sharing Ideas

Using Language, Symbols, and Texts

Participating and Contributing

Self-Mativation

Managing Self

Critical
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Upper-Secondary

Lower-Secondary

Upper-Primary

Lower-Primary

0 Key Competencies

Legend

Grade 1

Grade 2
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Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

Values

Principles

Key Competencies

Vision
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New Zealand

[lntegration into Education

Confident
Connected
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T Actively Involved

Lifelong Learners
A,

Future Citizens

High Expectations

Inclusion
ﬂ Principles

Underlying the Construction of the Curriculum i

Treaty of Waitangi

Cultural Diversity

Learing to Learn

Community Engagement

Coherence

‘Links within and across Learning Areas}

Future Focus

Innovation, Inquiry & Curiosity

Critical Thinking

Creativity

Diversity

Sociol Justice

Fairness

Community and Participation

Ecological Sustainability

Honesty

[ﬁaeclzd inthe Curriculum
Responsible

Integrity

Accountable

Acting Ethically

Themselves

|

Respect Others

|

Human Rights

Reflection



Study Concepts in Royal Projects

Study Concepts in the King's Speeches

Economic Development

Social Development )ﬁ

Upper-Secondary

|National Level

Und 1ding Sufficiency in

Various Sectors

Application of Sufficiency Prin:ipies‘

Community History

Status

Social Capital

== Analysing and Applying Sufficiency Methods,

Current Problems /

Analysing Cooperative Principles in Daily Life

\ Lower-Secondary

[App|ying Sufficiency Principles in the C

Participating in a Cooperative Store ‘

Identifying a Community Cooperative Project

Applying Principles in Community Development

Surveying Household Accounts

Cooperative Projects

Upper-Primary

Integration into Education

Analysing Application at School

Applying Principles at School
Applying Sufficiency Principles at School

Self-Reliance in Daily Life

Sharing with Family and Friends ‘

Saving Money

Economical Spending

Analysing Family Expenses ‘ = @ Lower-Primary
Reducing Expenses |Sufficiency Economy Approach in Daily Life and the Home

Being Helpful

Being Generous

Sharing Money & Goods

Legend
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6
Values
Principles
Key Competencies

Visien
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Thailand

Green and Happiness Society

[The Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy/|

"~ The Middle Path

Moderation

l Reasonableness

Underlying the Construction of the Curriculum|

e @ Values

[Reflected inthe Curriculum

Key Competencies

Honesty

Integrity

Diligence

Morals

Patience

Perseverance

Wisdom & Application of Kni

]

Self-Immunity

owledge

“|with due

and Prudence

Analytical Skills

Innovation
Problem-Solving

Decision-Making

Team Work

Diligence

Honesty

Economy

Discipline

Ethics

Eight Desirable Ethics

Politeness

Hygiene
Harmony

Generosity

Discipline
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UNESCO Bangkok website
http://www.unescobkk.org/rushsap
Teaching resources

UNESCO Asia-Pacific School of Ethics
Philosophical dialogues

Ethics of Energy Technologies Project
unesco_eet@yahoogroups.com

UNESCO Paris
http://www.unesco.org/shs


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AsiaArabPhilosophicalDialogues
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Internatlonal Standards for Bloethlcs

UNESCO General Conference 1997 and the
UN General Assembly 1998

Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and
Human Rights

UNESCO General Conference 2003
International Declaration on Human Genetic Data

UNESCO General Conference 2005
Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights
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Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights

Preamble

General provisions
aims
scope

Principles = e

Application of the principles
Promotion of the declaration

Final provisions

® N

9.

S G & WNR

Hurnan diignity and human rights
Benefit and harm

Autonomy and individual responsibiiity
Consent

Persons without the capaciity to consent

Respect for human vulnerability and
personal integrity

Privacy and confiidentiallity
Equality, justice and equity

Non-discrimiination and non-
stigmatization

10. Respect for cultural diversity and

pluralism

11. Soliidarity and cooperation

12. Social responsibility and health
13. Sharing of benefits

14. Protecting future generations

15. Protection of the environment, the

biosphere and biodiversity
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1)

2)

3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

UNESCO Bangkok Bmethlcs Educatlon PrOJect

This project aims to increase the amount of free on-line teaching materials
for bioethics education in different countries. The main products so far have
pDeen:

Production of cross cultural materials. Improvement via expert meetings.
Adapted and translated in different languages to teach school and university
classes about bioethics.

A network of teachers in different countries that have tried the materials,
and created bioethics curricula for their local school, bioethics clubs and
other endeavours.

Development of a joint action plan (July 2006)

Testing of evaluation methods

Sharing of museum displays and teacher training strategies
Moral games and participatory methods

Teacher training workshops

Curriculum review and development
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Goals of Bloethlcs Educatlon

Research has shown that there are a number
of goals of bioethics education including:

a) Knowledge
m Developing trans-disciplinary content knowledge
= Understanding the advanced biological concepts

mBeing able to integrate the use of scientific
knowledge, facts and ethical principles and
argumentation in discussing cases involving moral
dilemmas,

m Understanding the breadth of questions that are
posed by advanced science and technology

m Understanding cultural diversity and values

q United | mﬂml,
_ Scientific and Cultural Organization
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b) Skills (capamty bqulng N Skl||
acquisition should be multi faceted or many
sided). The goals include:

m Balancing benefits and risks of Science and
Technology

m Being able to undertake a risk/benefit analysis

m Developing critical thinking and decision making
skills and reflective processes

m Developing creative thinking skills

m Developing foresight ability to evade possible risks
of science and technology

m Developing skills for “informed choice”

m Developing required skills to detect bias in
scientific method, interpretation and presentation of
research results
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c) Personal moral development (1/2)

mUnderstanding better the diversity of views
of different persons

mIncreasing respect for all forms of life

mEliciting a sense of moral obligation and
values including honesty and responsibility

mBeing able to take different viewpoints to

Issues including both Dbiocentric and
ecocentric worldviews rather than only
anthropocentric perspectives.



- c;al and Human
_ __ RUSHSAP

c) Personal moral development (2/2)

m Increasing respect for different people and culture,
and their values
m Developing scientific attitudes, reflective processes,

and an ability for holistic appraisal, while not
Ignoring the value for reductionist analysis.

m Gaining knowledge about bias in the interpretation
and presentation of research results, benefits and
risks of technology and bioethical issues, and how
to detect bias

= Exploring morals/values (values clarification)

m Promoting values analysis and value based
utilization of our scarce natural resources



