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International Session
“On Moral Properties:

Problems and Varieties of Moral Realism ”

Facilitator: Kazunobu Narita

Whether realism or anti-realism should be adopted is an issue of major disagreement in
metaethics as in many other philosophical disciplines. Moral realists hold that there are moral
facts, that the truth of moral judgments can be checked against those facts, and that those facts
being what they are (and thus the truth value of moral judgments) is not a function of our mental
attitudes toward them.

Moral facts carry with them moral properties (such as moral goodness and badness) as their
constituents, and those properties are usually denoted by moral terms. For metaethicists,
especially moral realists, one of the fundamental questions concerns the status and features of
moral properties: Are moral properties natural or non-natural? Are moral properties intrinsic or
extrinsic to things that have them? What kinds of relation hold between moral and non-moral
properties? Is a moral property a simple sui generis property or a cluster of various properties?

Moral realists differ in their answers to these questions. This difference brings about variety in
forms of moral realism. This workshop will provide an indication of how manifold the faces of
moral realism can be. G.E. Moore tries to establish that goodness is a non-natural simple property,
by offering what is called the Open Question Argument. Wolfgang Ertl will show how Moore
does this, by giving a metaphysical interpretation of the argument. Keiichi Tamura will present a
pluralist form of moral realism that takes moral properties to be relational and thus extrinsic.
Makoto Suzuki will argue that a moral term does not denote a single sui generis property but
rather a cluster of various properties.

Presenters

“A Naturalistic Account of Current Moral Language: Partial Designation and Partial Truth
Makoto Suzuki

“A realist theory of moral values” Keiichi Tamura

“The Profile of Goodness: Reading the ‘Open-Question Argument’ Metaphysically ”
Wolfgang Ertl
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